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We prepare our hearts and minds to center in God’s presence.

Prelude

Bell Toll

Welcome

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Stand
nfession and Forgiven
In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Gathering Hymn “l Know that My Redeemer Lives”  Verses1,2,6 and 8 #619
Congregation may gently sing hymns and liturgy while wearing masks.
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6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
he lives and loves me to the end;
he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing;
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king!

8 He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
| know that my Redeemer lives!

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt.
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

Greeting

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

Kyrie Page 138



0

& :
In_ peace, let us pray {o the Lord. Lord, have mer - ¢y

0

&

v; '8 ] - [#]

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Hymn of Praise

Page 140
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
First R ing: Acts 4:32-

(While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian
community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who
were in need).

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 133 Tone 7, page 337
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Auvgsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

1How good and how pleas- | antitis,
when kindred live togeth- | er in unity!
21t is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe.
31t is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.

(The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our
confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so
that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light).

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of
life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have
seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete.

5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in
him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us
from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If
we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not
in us.
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2:1Mly little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Stand
Gospel Acclamation Page 142
Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal  life. Al-le-Tn - ja. Al-le-lu - ia.

Glory to you, O Lord.

(The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas
offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord).

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2tJesus said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”



24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 2550 the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless
| see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, | will not believe.”

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 22Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” 29)esus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Sit

rmon “Behind Locked Doors” Pastor Jerry Groth
Stand
Hymn of the Day “O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing” #386

Verses1,5-8
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O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing

| | | | |
& v oo o ey
p] N 1 o= T
Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia.
Q b T > f T
G de—F—F———F ¢ 7+
et | | | | | | | e
) I ' ' I ' I
1 O sons  and daugh - fters, let us sing
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day,
3 An an - gel clad in white they see,
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear;
Insert stanzas 5-8 if desired.
9 On this most ho - ly day of days,
Q b > f I
- 2 <
re—r 1 ¢+ ¢ @+ 5
J T T ' T T |
with heav’'n - ly hosts to Christ our king:
the faith - ful wom - en went their way
who sits  and speaks un - to the three,
a - mong them came their mas - ter dear,
be laud  and ju - bi - lee and praise:
e ———=— » . T
v » é i d_h d.
J — T (7 T
to - day the grave has lost its  sting! Al -le-lu - ia!
to seek the tomb where Je - sus lay. Al -le-lu - ia!

“Your Lord will go to Gal - 1 - lee” Al -le-lu - ia!
and said, “My peace be with  you here.” Al-le-Iu - ia!

to God your hearts and voic - es raise. Al-le-Iu - ia!
n After the final stanza
Y T o e
wj:o_ o P o — i 2
J — { o I
Al-le -lu - 1a, al - le - lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia.
Turn page

11



5 When Thomas first the tidings heard,
that they had seen the risen Lord,
he doubted the disciples' word.
Alleluia!

6 "My pierced side, O Thomas, see,
and look upon my hands, my feet;
not faithless, but believing be."
Alleluia!

7 No longer Thomas then denied;
he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
"You are my Lord and God!" he cried.
Alleluia!

8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and yet whose faith has constant been,
for they eternal life shall win.

Alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: O FILII ET FILIAE, French tune, 15th cent.
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers

A. Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one
heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your
creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land.
Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the
ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in
authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your
generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those who
are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. We especially pray for healing and comfort for those
on the prayer list. (Here other intercessions may be offered).Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the risen
Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, give us patience as we await your new shepherd for this ministry. Give the call

committee discernment and guidance as they seek your will for us. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
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You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts
of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
Musical Offering 8:00 “This Joyful Eastertide” arr. Joan Frey Boytim

Libby Reinbold, violin

10:30
Joanne Talaska, flute
Offerings may be put in the offering plate on the usher
table before or after the worship service.

Stand
The Great Thanksgiving Page 144
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:

From Evangelical Lutheran Wership copyright © 2006, All rights rescrved. Reprinted by penmission of Avgsburg Fortress undor ficense §
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Holy, Hol Page 144
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Words of Instituti

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit
Lamb of God
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Holy Communion

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table, guests and members alike. Jesus’ body and blood are given in the
Eucharistic meal for the forgiveness of sins. The Lord invites you, and the decision to receive Holy
Communion belongs to you. Please come forward 3 at a time as marked on the floor. The pulpit side
will be served first, then the font side. You will be served with a communion kit which includes a wafer
and grape juice. Please wait to open it until you are in your car or at home. Gluten-free wafers are
available upon request.

Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

Please stand after all have returned to their place.

Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
His grace unto Everlasting Life. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

A. Wellspring of joy,

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,

and send us as joyful witnesses,

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

In the name of the Father, and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Sending Hymn

“We Know that Christ Is Raised”

We Know That Christ Is Raised
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1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more,
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa ~ ther's splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
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and our de - spar he twned to  blaz - ing joy.
as iv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live  with God the Three in One.
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Text: John B. Geyer, b, 1932

Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V., Stanford, 1852-1524

Text @ John B. Geyer.

Duplication in any form prohibiled without permission of valid Hoense frony copyright administrator,
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Dismissal

A. Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

Augsburg Fortress Liturgy License #SAS003587
Hymns reprinted with permission under One License #A-710309

April 11, 2021
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
From Fear to Freedom

The disciples had good reason to be afraid. Their teacher, perceived as a threat to social,
political, and religious order, had just been crucified; now with rumors swirling about his
mysterious resurrection, it wasn’t clear if Jesus’ followers would face the same dire fate on a
cross. Today, most of us, fortunately, can live without fear regarding when and where we are
able to worship. At the same time, when we take a moment to look at the world around us, it
doesn’t take long to notice what a strong influence fear has on our lives.

Fear not of things like tornadoes or spiders or bats, but rather fear of things that keep our
hearts closed off from others and God and that keep our truest selves locked up inside. As it
was for the disciples in today’s reading, our unaddressed fears can get in the way of our
recognizing what Jesus is doing in our midst. They turn us in toward ourselves rather than
outward toward those who could be blessed by our gifts and who need our care and love.
They keep us from growing in our relationship with God and as the people God has created us
to be.

Although it can be scary to acknowledge our fear of being inadequate or of losing control or of
being alone, or whatever our deepest fear may be, when we do, that’s when something
powerful can happen. A sense of peace and joy is never far away. Not only are we released
from our fear, but giving voice to our fears can set others free from theirs as well.

When Jesus appeared to those first disciples locked together behind closed doors, he came
offering peace, and he breathed on them the Holy Spirit. In that moment their lives were
changed—forever, and for good. The same is true for us when we dare to surrender our fears
to God and embrace God'’s future for us with courage.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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