
God has established a rhythm to His creation: sunrises, sunsets, tides, and eclipses. Our lives 
have a rhythm, too: infancy, teenage, adult, declining years. From my perspective, the rhythm of our 
days has always seemed to change in September.  As an educator, September always marked the 
beginning of the year.  It has been the time of year following sunny, warm weather and vacations 
when everyone seemed to settle into old, comfortable routines.  We had experienced a sense of 
peace from the rhythms that we experienced, from the knowns.  

We have also experienced the chaotic rhythms caused by volcanic eruptions, wars, pestilence, 
derecho and yes, the Covid-19 virus.  These times disrupt our sense of equilibrium, order and peace.  
This September, classes aren’t beginning as usual.  Work life is still unsettled for many.  Worship is 
different.

The rhythm of our faith life has changed, too, as we have been worshipping solely online and 
distancing from our faith family.  Beginning Sunday, September 20th, with the approval of the 
Church Council, we will return to worship in our sanctuary. We are trusting God that by following 
the health guidelines -- wearing masks, distancing, sanitizing, limiting group size, we can return 
to our sanctuary for worship, respecting the health of those who choose to attend.  Pastor Groth 
will be with us in the sanctuary on the 20th and going forward.  We will continue to provide online 
worship respecting the needs/desires of those who choose to continue worshipping online.  We will 
temporarily discontinue in person worship if conditions dictate.  Details regarding attending worship 
are included elsewhere in this issue.

We don’t walk alone through the times of order nor through the times of chaos.  Our God is 
always with us.  We just need to open our eyes, read His Word, and talk with Him to receive His 
peace.  He guides each of us in accordance with His will.

May you have peace as God walks beside you through the good days and carries you when the 
going gets rough.

Your sister in Christ,

Congregation President
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FINANCIAL REPORT - YR TO DATE (7/31)
General Fund Income                $127,602
General Fund Expenses:     $97,462
Loan Pricipal Payments:     $10,419
Total Gen. Fund Expenditures:    $107,881
Net Gain/Loss, YTD:                  $19,721

Addl. Qtrly. Principal Payments:  $ 11,509
MIF Loan Balance 
                 as of 7/31/20:              $176,198 

Circles on Zoom 

Tabitha Circle will meet on Zoom on Tuesday, 
Sept. 15, at 1 p.m.  An article from the 

September Living Lutheran magazine will be the 
study. Email maryarthur@charter.net for the 
link to attend. 

Lydia Circle will meet on Zoom on Tuesday, 
Sept. 22  at 2:00 p.m. Email Sue Schierstedt, 

rstedt@charter.net, if you want the link to join 
the meeting. 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Plans are being made for returning to worship 

in person beginning September 20 at 9:00 
a.m.  Some people may prefer to continue 
watching the online worship service, and some 
may prefer to worship in person.  Janet will be 
scheduling worship assistants and would like 
to know who might be attending in person that 
would volunteer to be worship assistants such 
as ushers, greeters, lectors, assisting ministers, 
and acolytes.  If you are interested in serving in 
any of these ways when we return to worship in 
person, please call or email Janet Radke – 929-
979-3416 or music@oursavioursfdl.org.

Handbell Choir
The Handbell Choir will resume rehearsals 

starting Wednesday, September 23 at 5:45 
p.m. The Handbell Choir is for anyone in senior 
high through adults. Music reading experience 
is desired. We will be wearing masks and social 
distancing.  Contact Janet if interested!

Wisconsin Brass Quintet 
rescheduled 

The concert by the Wisconsin Brass Quintet 
from UW-Madison, originally planned for 

October, has been rescheduled for Thursday, 
April 15, 2021.  Mark your calendars!

Office Support 
Assistant

Church of Our Saviour will be hiring 
an Office Support Assistant, the 
position previously filled by Sherri 

Bucher.  If you or someone you know 
might be interested in this part-time 

position, please contact Bruce Nyberg 
at 920-907-8169 for more information.

Virtual 
Talent 
Show! 
Let’s put together 

a Virtual Talent 
Show!  Plans are being made for a pre-recorded 
Talent Show to be posted on Friday, October 
16.  It would be put together similar to the 
way that we are pre-recording worship services 
now.  You could self-record your talent with 
your phone and email it to Bruce Schierstedt, 
or you could record it here at church with 
Janet or Bruce.  If you are interested or need 
suggestions, contact Janet. Deadline to sign up 
is October 1.



Worship at 
Church of 
Our Saviour 

Healing Service • Aug. 30

All who sense a need for God’s healing in 
any aspect of their lives are welcome to 

receive a word of blessing and a prayer during 
the August 30 on-line worship service.

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion will be distributed in 
our parking lot on September 6 and 13 

from 10:00 – 11:00.  Communion will also be 
offered for those attending the in person 9:00 
worship service on September 20 and 27.  For 
those not attending, drive-thru communion 
will be distributed from 10:30 – 11:30 on 
September 20 and 27.  

Supply Pastors - September
September 6 – Pastor Mary Council-Austin
September 13 – Pastor Bruce Falksen
September 20 – Pastor Jerry Groth
September 27 – Pastor Jerry Groth

Youth-Led Worship 
Service • September 13

All children and youth (3 years old – high 
school) are invited to lead the September 

13 pre-recorded worship service. Contact 
Janet Radke for more information – 920-979-
3416 or music@oursavioursfdl.org.

Update on Pastoral 
Call Process
The MSP  Team has completed the COOS  

Ministry Site Profile. The resulting document 
was reviewed and approved by the Church 
Council at its August 17 meeting. The  MSP Team 
then met with the Call Committee on Aug. 25 to 
review the document, and it has been submitted 
to the Synod office. 

After Synod completes its review of the MSP, 
it will be made available to ELCA pastors who 
are open to a call to a new congregation. Synod 
will forward resumes of potential candidates 
to our Call Committee for review followed by 
interviews if appropriate.

Call Committee members appointed by the 
Church Council are: Dan Fee, Bob Martin, Bruce 
Schierstedt, Joanne Talaska, Char Bohnsack, and 
Ruth Duquaine, with Jackie Whitenack and Chris 
Carew as alternates. In September, they will be 
meeting with Associate Bishop Amy Engebose, 
who will provide orientation and guidance on 
their tasks. 

Please keep our Call Committee in your 
prayers as they begin this important work on 
behalf of our congregation. 

Boiler Maintenance
At the June Council meeting, replacement of 

the lower pipes on the  boiler was approved 
at a cost of $5000. When work began, additional 
problems were exposed. In August Council 
approved an additional $10,000 to complete 
all repairs. Since we have not had the expense 
of a full-time pastor for the past year, the good 
news is that we have sufficient funds on hand 
to pay for these repairs from the general fund. 
The boiler, which heats our entire building, was 
installed when the south wing was built in the 
early 1960s. It is expected that these repairs will 
allow for another ten years of service or more. 



In-Church Worship will resume on 
September 20 with one service at 9:00 a.m.

In-person worship services at Church of 
Our Saviour will tentatively* resume on 

Sunday, September 20 according to the revised 
reopening plan that the Reopening Task Force 
recommended, and the Church Council approved 
at the Aug. 17 meeting. 

We will begin by holding one service at 9:00 
a.m. and add a second service if and when 
attendance exceeds capacity. The service will be 
be streamed live and also available for viewing 
later on Facebook or YouTube; the pre-recorded 
worship services will be discontinued when live-
streaming starts.

Worshippers are asked to register by the 
Thursday evening prior to Sunday worship, in 
order to monitor capacity and allow for contact 
tracing if needed. You may register  in  one of 
three ways:
• Call the Church Office (920-922-0020)
• Email the Church Office (office@

oursavioursfdl.org)
• Text Office Administrator Kay Salzman     

(920-517-9024)
Walk-ins will be admitted ONLY if space 

limitations allow, so pre-registration is highly 
recommended. Facial masks or coverings will 
be mandatory, and attendance will be limited 
to 25% of capacity (approximately 40 people) 
to allow for social distancing. Attendees will be 
required to sign liability waivers, acknowledging 
the risk of being exposed to or infected by 
Covid-19 and accepting sole responsibility for 
any and all consequences. 

Anyone who is experiencing Covid symptoms 
(fever, sore throat, cough, shortness of breath) 
and those who may have been exposed to 
Covid should not attend worship. Responsible 
individual choices will help make the return to 
church safe for all who choose to participate. 

Our revised reopening plan also allows for 
groups of less than 10 to meet at church with 
a Zoom option. It will be up to each group to 
decide on their format going forward.

While we are aware that many of our 
members are eager to return to church, many 
others will choose to remain worshipping at 
home. The risks of the Covid-19 virus will not 
lessen until better treatments and/or a vaccine 
are developed. Those over the age of 65 and/or 
with pre-existing conditions are still encouraged 
by the CDC, health departments, WCC and our 
Synod to “remain at home and limit interactions 
with other people as much as possible.”  
*While reopening on 9/20 is our goal, we are 
aware that our county went  back to  Phase I 
status as of 8/24. We will continue to monitor 
and adjust our plans as needed. 

Parking Lot Drive 
Ends September 30
Our 3-year Drainage and Parking Lot Fund 

Drive will conclude on 9/30/20. 
Total Project Cost:                    $ 148,089
Total Pledges made (68)     $ 130,868
Amt. pd. on pledges (89%)     $ 116,223
Addl. donations received         $  21,447
Total Donations through 7/31      $ 137,680
Balance Left on Total Project Cost   $  10,409

If possible, please complete your pledge 
payments by 9/30 , and/or consider making a 
final gift to put our drive “over the top.”  

Thank You to all who contributed to help 
make this project successful!  Although the 
pledge period is ending, you are welcome 
to make further donations to this fund. Your 
contributions will go directly toward principal 
reduction of our consolidated loan.


