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ELW	Liturgy	Setting	4


We	prepare	our	hearts	and	minds	to	center	in	God’s	presence.


Prelude     


Please	fill	out	the	red	friendship	pad	located	in	your	pew.	We	ask	that	everyone,	both	members	
and	visitors	alike,	write	their	contact	information,	including	address,	in	the	spaces	provided.	
Please	pass	to	the	next	person	in	your	row.	After	all	have	signed,	return	the	pad	back	to	the	
other	end,	noting	the	names	of	others	in	your	pew.	


Bell	Toll


Welcome


Lighting	the	Advent	Wreath


Blessed	are	you,	O	Lord	our	God,	ruler	of	the	universe.	You	call	all	nations	to	walk	in	your	light	
and	to	seek	your	ways	of	justice	and	peace,	for	the	night	is	past,	and	the	dawn	of	your	coming	
is	near.	Bless	us	as	we	light	the	first	candle	of	this	wreath.	Rouse	us	from	sleep,	that	we	may	be	
ready	to	greet	our	Lord	when	he	comes	and	welcome	him	into	our	hearts	and	homes,	for	he	is	
our	light	and	our	salvation.	Blessed	be	God	forever.	Amen.


Light	the	first	candle.


Stand


Candle	Lighting	Hymn	 				“Light	One	Candle	to	Watch	for	Messiah”	 	 														#240

Sing	verse	1
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Confession	and	Forgiveness	 


In	the	name	of	the	Father,	and	of	the	☩	Son,	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.		Amen.


Almighty	God,	to	whom	all	hearts	are	open,	all	desires	known,	and	from	whom	no	secrets	are	
hid:	cleanse	the	thoughts	of	our	hearts	by	the	inspiration	of	your	Holy	Spirit,	that	we	may	
perfectly	love	you	and	worthily	magnify	your	holy	name,	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen.


Let	us	confess	our	sin	in	the	presence	of	God	and	of	one	another.


Silence	for	reflection	and	self-examination.
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Most	merciful	God,


we	confess	that	we	are	captive	to	sin	and	cannot	free	ourselves.	We	have	sinned	against	you	
in	thought,	word,	and	deed,	by	what	we	have	done	and	by	what	we	have	left	undone.	We	
have	not	loved	you	with	our	whole	heart;	we	have	not	loved	our	neighbors	as	ourselves.	For	
the	sake	of	your	Son,	Jesus	Christ,	have	mercy	on	us.	Forgive	us,	renew	us,	and	lead	us,	so	
that	we	may	delight	in	your	will	and	walk	in	your	ways,	to	the	glory	of	your	holy	name.	
Amen.			

																																																														

God,	who	is	rich	in	mercy,	loved	us	even	when	we	were	dead	in	sin,	and	made	us	alive	
together	with	Christ.	By	grace	you	have	been	saved.	In	the	name	of	☩	Jesus	Christ,	your	sins	
are	forgiven.	Almighty	God	strengthen	you	with	power	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	that	Christ	may	
live	in	your	hearts	through	faith.	Amen.


Gathering	Hymn	 	 “Wake,	Awake	for	Night	Is	Flying”	 																																									#436
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Greeting


The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	
with	you	all.		And	also	with	you.


Kryie	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						Page	147
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Hymn	of	Praise	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 							Page	148


	 																Pastor
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Prayer	of	the	Day


Let	us	pray.

Stir	up	your	power,	Lord	Christ,	and	come.	By	your	merciful	protection	alert	us	to	the	
threatening	dangers	of	our	sins,	and	redeem	us	for	your	life	of	justice,	for	you	live	and	reign	
with	the	Father	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	and	forever.	Amen.


Sit


First	Reading:	Jeremiah	33:14-16


In	the	Old	Testament,	“righteousness”	often	has	to	do	with	being	faithful	in	relationship.	God	
acts	righteously	both	in	punishing	Israel	for	its	sin	and	in	having	mercy.	In	today’s	reading,	
Jerusalem’s	future	name—“The	LORD	is	our	righteousness”—proclaims	that	God	is	even	now	
working	salvation	for	Israel.


14The	days	are	surely	coming,	says	the	LORD,	when	I	will	fulfill	the	promise	I	made	to	the	house	
of	Israel	and	the	house	of	Judah.	15In	those	days	and	at	that	time	I	will	cause	a	righteous
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Branch	to	spring	up	for	David;	and	he	shall	execute	justice	and	righteousness	in	the	land.	16In	
those	days	Judah	will	be	saved	and	Jerusalem	will	live	in	safety.	And	this	is	the	name	by	which	
it	will	be	called:	“The	LORD	is	our	righteousness.”


The	Word	of	the	Lord.	Thanks	be	to	God.


Psalm	25:1-10		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 							Tone	4	Page	337




 1To	|	you,	O	LORD, 
  I	lift	|	up	my	soul. 
 2My	God,	I	put	my	trust	in	you;	let	me	not	be	|	put	to	shame, 
  nor	let	my	enemies	triumph	|	over	me. 
 3Let	none	who	look	to	you	be	|	put	to	shame; 
  rather	let	those	be	put	to	shame	|	who	are	treacherous. 
 4Show	me	your	|	ways,	O	LORD, 
  and	teach	|	me	your	paths.	 
 5Lead	me	in	your	|	truth	and	teach	me, 
  for	you	are	the	God	of	my	salvation;	in	you	have	I	trusted	all	|	the	day	long. 
 6Remember,	O	LORD,	your	compas-	|	sion	and	love, 
  for	they	are	from	|	everlasting.	 
 7Remember	not	the	sins	of	my	youth	and	|	my	transgressions; 
  remember	me	according	to	your	steadfast	love	and	for	the	sake	of	your	good-	|	ness,	
O	LORD. 
 8You	are	gracious	and	up-	|	right,	O	LORD; 
  therefore	you	teach	sinners	|	in	your	way. 
 9You	lead	the	low-	|	ly	in	justice 
  and	teach	the	low-	|	ly	your	way. 
 10All	your	paths,	O	LORD,	are	steadfast	|	love	and	faithfulness 
  to	those	who	keep	your	covenant	and	your	|	testimonies.	
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Second	Reading:	1	Thessalonians	3:9-13


Upon	Timothy’s	report	from	the	congregation	at	Thessalonica,	Paul	is	exuberant	with	gratitude	
for	them.	In	this	passage	from	his	letter,	Paul	voices	overflowing	thanks,	joy,	and	blessings	for	
the	people	of	this	growing	church.


9How	can	we	thank	God	enough	for	you	in	return	for	all	the	joy	that	we	feel	before	our	God	
because	of	you?	10Night	and	day	we	pray	most	earnestly	that	we	may	see	you	face	to	face	and	
restore	whatever	is	lacking	in	your	faith. 
 	11Now	may	our	God	and	Father	himself	and	our	Lord	Jesus	direct	our	way	to	you.	12And	may	
the	Lord	make	you	increase	and	abound	in	love	for	one	another	and	for	all,	just	as	we	abound	
in	love	for	you.	13And	may	he	so	strengthen	your	hearts	in	holiness	that	you	may	be	blameless	
before	our	God	and	Father	at	the	coming	of	our	Lord	Jesus	with	all	his	saints.


The	Word	of	the	Lord.	Thanks	be	to	God.


Stand


Gospel	Acclamation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 							Page	151





Gospel:	Luke	21:25-36


Glory	to	you,	O	Lord.
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God	will	fulfill	God’s	purposes	and,	already,	hidden	signs	of	that	fulfillment	abound.	On	that	
great	day	there	will	be	dismay,	perplexity,	confusion,	and	terror,	but	God’s	people	shall	be	
given	strength	to	stand	boldly	and	receive	God’s	promised	redemption.


[Jesus	said:]	25“There	will	be	signs	in	the	sun,	the	moon,	and	the	stars,	and	on	the	earth	
distress	among	nations	confused	by	the	roaring	of	the	sea	and	the	waves.	26People	will	faint	
from	fear	and	foreboding	of	what	is	coming	upon	the	world,	for	the	powers	of	the	heavens	will	
be	shaken.	27Then	they	will	see	‘the	Son	of	Man	coming	in	a	cloud’	with	power	and	great	
glory.	28Now	when	these	things	begin	to	take	place,	stand	up	and	raise	your	heads,	because	
your	redemption	is	drawing	near.” 
 	29Then	he	told	them	a	parable:	“Look	at	the	fig	tree	and	all	the	trees;	30as	soon	as	they	
sprout	leaves	you	can	see	for	yourselves	and	know	that	summer	is	already	near.	31So	also,	
when	you	see	these	things	taking	place,	you	know	that	the	kingdom	of	God	is	near.	32Truly	I	
tell	you,	this	generation	will	not	pass	away	until	all	things	have	taken	place.	33Heaven	and	
earth	will	pass	away,	but	my	words	will	not	pass	away. 
 	34“Be	on	guard	so	that	your	hearts	are	not	weighed	down	with	dissipation	and	drunkenness	
and	the	worries	of	this	life,	and	that	day	does	not	catch	you	unexpectedly,	35like	a	trap.	For	it	
will	come	upon	all	who	live	on	the	face	of	the	whole	earth.	36Be	alert	at	all	times,	praying	that	
you	may	have	the	strength	to	escape	all	these	things	that	will	take	place,	and	to	stand	before	
the	Son	of	Man.”


The	Gospel	of	our	Lord.	Praise	to	you,	O	Christ.


Sit		


Sermon	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					Pastor	Crystal	Lee


Stand


Hymn	of	the	Day	 	 							“Come,	Thou	Long-Expected	Jesus”																																					#254
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Nicene	Creed


We	believe	in	one	God,

the	Father,	the	Almighty,

maker	of	heaven	and	earth,

of	all	that	is,	seen	and	unseen.
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We	believe	in	one	Lord,	Jesus	Christ,

the	only	Son	of	God,

eternally	begotten	of	the	Father,

God	from	God,	Light	from	Light,

true	God	from	true	God,

begotten,	not	made,

of	one	Being	with	the	Father;

through	him	all	things	were	made.

For	us	and	for	our	salvation


he	came	down	from	heaven,

was	incarnate	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	the	Virgin	Mary

and	became	truly	human.

For	our	sake	he	was	crucified	under	Pontius	Pilate;

he	suffered	death	and	was	buried.

On	the	third	day	he	rose	again

in	accordance	with	the	Scriptures;

he	ascended	into	heaven

and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.

He	will	come	again	in	glory	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead,

and	his	kingdom	will	have	no	end.


We	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord,	the	giver	of	life,

who	proceeds	from	the	Father	and	the	Son,

who	with	the	Father	and	the	Son	is	worshiped	and	glorified,

who	has	spoken	through	the	prophets.

We	believe	in	one	holy	catholic	and	apostolic	church.

We	acknowledge	one	baptism	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.

We	look	for	the	resurrection	of	the	dead,


and	the	life	of	the	world	to	come.	Amen.


The	Prayers	


A.			In	this	season	of	watching	and	waiting,	let	us	pray	for	all	people	and	places	that	yearn	for	
God’s	presence.


A	brief	silence.
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God	of	presence	and	peace,	strengthen	your	church	around	the	globe	to	proclaim	the	message	
of	your	love	coming	to	the	world.	Open	our	hearts	to	recognize	your	face	in	all	people	and	in	
all	of	creation.	Hear	us,	O	God.	Your	mercy	is	great.


God	of	mighty	redwoods	and	microscopic	plants,	fields	and	city	parks,	the	wind	and	the	waves,	
be	a	healing	balm	to	our	wounded	planet.	May	we	nurture	what	you	have	lovingly	created.	
Hear	us,	O	God.	Your	mercy	is	great.


God	of	equity	and	compassion,	bring	righteousness	and	goodness	to	all	peoples	of	the	earth.	
Give	a	heart	of	discernment	and	integrity	to	leaders	in	our	communities.		Hear	us,	O	God.	Your	
mercy	is	great.


God	of	comfort	and	care,	be	present	with	those	who	watch	and	wait.	Come	to	all	who	await	
births,	deaths,	divorces,	new	unions,	new	jobs,	retirements,	healing,	and	life	transitions	of	
every	kind.	We	especially	pray	for	healing	and	comfort	for	those	on	the	prayer	list.		(Here	other	
intercessions	may	be	offered).	Hear	us,	O	God.	Your	mercy	is	great.


God	of	promises	kept	and	new	dreams	awakened,	shelter	your	people	from	destructive	
storms.	We	pray	for	those	whose	lives	have	been	upended	by	natural	disasters,	for	the	work	of	
Lutheran	Disaster	Response,	Lutheran	World	Relief,	and	other	relief	organizations.	Hear	us,	O	
God.	Your	mercy	is	great.


God	of	companionship	and	community,	we	give	you	thanks	for	the	saints	who	journeyed	with	
us	and	now	abide	in	you.	Even	in	distress	and	uncertainty,	make	us	confident	that	your	
promises	endure	forever.	Hear	us,	O	God.	Your	mercy	is	great.


God	of	new	life,	you	come	among	us	in	the	places	we	least	expect.	Receive	these	prayers	and	
those	of	our	hearts,	in	the	name	of	Jesus.	Amen.


Sit


Offering/Special	Music			 8:00	 	 “People	Look	East”	 	 											Eugene	Butler

	 	 	 	 	 	 Dan	Fee,	tenor;	Pam	Lane,	organ


10:30	 	 “Lost	in	the	Night”	 												arr.	Lynette	Maynard

	 	 	 	 	 	 Mary	Arthur,	flute
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Stand


Offering	Prayer


A.					God	of	our	waiting	and	watching,	we	offer	the	gifts	of	our	hearts	and	our	lives

to	the	service	of	all	your	people.	Prepare	the	way	before	us	as	we	meet	you	in	this	simple	
meal,	through	Christ	Jesus,	our	pathway	and	our	peace.	Amen.


The	Great	Thanksgiving	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 							Page	152
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Preface
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Holy,	Holy,	Holy	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 							Page	153




Words	of	Institution


In	the	night	in	which	he	was	betrayed,

our	Lord	Jesus	took	bread,	and	gave	thanks;

broke	it,	and	gave	it	to	his	disciples,	saying:

Take	and	eat;	this	is	my	body,	given	for	you.

Do	this	for	the	remembrance	of	me.


Again,	after	supper,	he	took	the	cup,	gave	thanks,

and	gave	it	for	all	to	drink,	saying:

This	cup	is	the	new	covenant	in	my	blood,

shed	for	you	and	for	all	people	for	the	forgiveness	of	sin.

Do	this	for	the	remembrance	of	me.
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The	Lord’s	Prayer				


Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,

hallowed	be	thy	name,

thy	kingdom	come,

thy	will	be	done,


					on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.

Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;								

and	forgive	us	our	trespasses,


as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	against	us;

and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,


but	deliver	us	from	evil.

For	thine	is	the	kingdom,


and	the	power,	and	the	glory,

forever	and	ever.	Amen.


Sit


Lamb	of	God	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 							Page	154
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Holy	Communion


All	are	welcome	at	the	Lord’s	Table,	guests	and	members	alike.	Jesus’	body	and	blood	are	given	
in	the	Eucharistic	meal	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins.	The	Lord	invites	you,	and	the	decision	to	
receive	Holy	Communion	belongs	to	you.	Children	are	welcome	to	come	forward	and	receive	a	
blessing.	Both	sides	of	pews	may	come	forward.		The	pastor	will	be	in	the	middle	and	will	give	
you	a	wafer	to	consume.	Then	proceed	to	the	assisting	minister	or	communion	assistant	that	is	
on	your	side	of	pews.	Take	a	small	cup	of	wine	or	grape	juice	from	the	silver	try	to	drink.	Grape	
juice	is	in	the	center.	Gluten-free	wafers	are	also	available	upon	request.	Baskets	are	provided	
for	disposal	of	plastic	cups.		If	you	would	like	to	bring	communion	to	someone,	disposable	
communion	kits	are	available	upon	request.


Invitation	to	Communion


Come	to	Christ’s	banquet.	Feast	on	God’s	gift	of	grace.


Communion	Hymn	 	 	 “Let	All	Mortal	Flesh	Keep	Silence”	 	 	 	#490
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Please	stand	after	all	have	returned	to	their	place.


Blessing


May	the	body	and	blood	of	our	Lord	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ	strengthen	you	and	keep	you	in	
His	grace	unto	Everlasting	Life.		Amen.
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Prayer	after	Communion


A.			Most	High	God,	you	have	come	among	us	at	this	table.	By	the	Spirit’s	power,	form	us	to	be	
bearers	of	your	word,	sharing	gifts	of	mercy	and	grace	with	all,	through	Christ	Jesus,	our	host	
and	our	guest.	Amen.


Sending	Prayer	for	Communion	to	Sick	and	Homebound	


Gracious	God,	loving	all	your	family	with	a	mother’s	tender	care:	As	you	sent	the	angel	to	feed	
Elijah	with	heavenly	bread,	assist	us	in	this	ministry	on	which	we	are	sent	forth.	In	your	love	
and	care,	nourish	and	strengthen	those	to	whom	we	bring	this	sacrament,	that	through	the	
body	and	blood	of	your	Son	we	all	may	know	the	comfort	of	your	abiding	presence.	Amen.


Blessing


The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you.

The	Lord’s	face	shine	on	you	with	grace	and	mercy.

The	Lord	look	upon	you	with	favor	and	give	you	peace.	

In	the	name	of	the	Father,	and	of	the	+Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Amen.


Sending	Hymn		 	 	 “The	King	Shall	Come”	 	 	 	 	#260
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Dismissal


A.			Go	in	peace.	Christ	is	near.	Thanks	be	to	God.							


Postlude	

Augsburg	Fortress	Liturgy	License	#SAS003587

Hymns	reprinted	with	permission	under	One	License	#A-710309
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GOSPEL	MESSAGE


Expectant	Waiting


A	pastor	once	summarized	the	way	God	answers	prayers	with	three	categories:	yes,	no,	and	
not	yet.	To	his	young	audience,	these	categories	made	sense	and	served	as	a	simple	way	to	
think	about	their	prayer	life.	But	having	clear	categories	does	not	dismiss	the	fact	that	it	is	
often	easier	to	receive	the	answer	“yes”	or	“no,”	compared	to	the	answer	“not	yet.”	After	all,	
the	answer	“not	yet”	often	involves	waiting.	And	waiting	can	be	exhausting!


Whether	it	be	waiting	for	a	medical	diagnosis,	longing	for	healing	in	a	relationship,	expecting	a	
child,	or	enduring	another	situation	beyond	our	complete	control,	it	can	be	challenging	to	be	
patient,	accept	the	unknown,	and	trust	God’s	promises	in	the	meantime.


This	is	a	reality	Jesus	understood,	and	one	that	is	at	the	heart	of	his	parable	of	the	fig	tree	in	
today’s	reading.	The	early	believers	needed	encouragement	as	they	waited	for	the	coming	of	
the	Lord.	Patience,	endurance,	and	trust	did	not	come	any	easier	to	them	than	they	do	to	
many	of	us	today.	Yet	that	is	precisely	what	followers	of	Christ	are	invited	to	do	during	the	
season	of	Advent:	to	remain	prayerful	and	expectant	as	they	await	the	birth	of	Jesus.


Perhaps	that	is	why	Jesus	gives	his	followers	something	to	do	in	their	waiting.	Jesus’	words	
urge	us	to	be	on	the	lookout	for	signs	of	God’s	kingdom,	even	as	we	await	the	fulfillment	of	
God’s	promises	in	the	future.	The	sign	you	see	may	be	a	neighbor	helping	another	in	need,	a	
child	growing	and	thriving,	or	a	card	received	from	a	friend.	God’s	promise	is	that	even	as	we	
wait	for	the	fulfillment	of	God’s	kingdom,	it	is	drawing	near—and	is,	in	fact,	already	among	us.


From	sundaysandseasons.com.
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